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Diſſenting Gentleman's 


ANSWER 


To the REvEREND 
Mr. HIT Es 
THREE LETTERS; 


IN WHICH 
A SevaRaTioN from the Eſtabliſhment 

is fully juſtified ; 
The Charge of Scnism is refuted and retorted 3 
AND THE 


CHURCH of England and the CHURCH of 
Jzsus CRHRIS r, are impartially compared, and found to 


be CONSTITUTIONS of a quite DIFFERENT 
NaAarTuRE, 
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We deſire to hear thee. for as concerning T ils SECT, 
we know that every where it is ſpoken againſt. | 
Acts xxviii. 22. 
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T HE 


DissENT ING GENTLEMAN'S 


ANSWER 


To the REVEREND 


Mr. W HIT E's Three Letters, &c. 


S 1 R, 
/ \ Debate of this kind I ſhould not have choſe 


in the preſent Situation of our publick At- 
fairs: But as you have done me the Ho- 
nour of publickly addreſſing to me three long Letters 
for my Conviction and Edification, Gratitude and 
good Manners confiraiy me to anſwer. 
As worldly Conſiderations are very ſtrong on your 
Side, I aſſure you, I have an Ear always open to any 
thing that can ſhew Conformity to be my Duty. 
Diffenters are not Men of ſo peculiar a Turn of Mind, 
as to love Suffering and Reproach, or to deſpiſe the 
Dignities, Preferments, and lucrative Poſts, to the 
Amount of Millians a Year, which are ſhared amongſt 
their Fellow · ſubjects, could they with a good Con- 
* * partake of them, as they have a natural Right 
ro do. ; x | 

Bur, notwithſtanding this Prejudice jn Favour of 
your Argument, and all the [ngenuity with which 
you ſet it off, I cannot ſay it has wrought in me 
the Conviction you ſeemed to hope, So far, Sir, 
from this, that the more carefully I examine the 
Grounds of my Separation, the more thoroughly I 
am conyinced of its Lawfulneſs and Expedience 3 
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chat tis a Debt Lowe ro Gop, to Liberty, to Truth, 
and an Act of Homage and Allegiance due to Cnrisr, 

the only Law-giver and Ning in the Church, 

I ſhall not enter upon the Enquiry, on which you 
largely expatiate, Who are the A Liter, Church 
men or Diſſenters? And amongſt which the beſt 
Means for holy Nving are found? Let the World judge 
betwint us. Would to Gob that beth of us had 
greater Reaſon to boaſt ! | 
The Controverſy betwixt us, Sir,, I apprehend may 

eaſily be brought to a plain and ſhore Iſſue, if you 
wil heartily join in it. It turns upon the ſingle Point 
of the XXth Article of your Church, viz. That THE 
Ctiunch hath Power to decree Rites and Ceremonies, 
and Authority in Matters of Faith. For it Tues CHURCH 
hath really this Authority and Power, then al} Ob- 
jections of the Diſſenters about Sponlors, the Crefs 
in Baptiſm, kneeling at the Lord's-ſupper, and every 
other Thing, are impertinent and vain: The Cburch 
having this Authority, ought reverently to be obeyed. 
And, if inſtead of two or three Ceremonies, it had 
enjoined two or three ſcore; and if to the thirty- 
nine Articles it had added an hundred befides, we 
ought meekly to have bowed down to her ſpiritual 
Juriſdiction, and to have practiſed and believed as the 
Church had taught and enjoined. <> 
But, if on the contrary, Sir, the Church hath really 
and in Truth, xo Power at all, nor Authority of this 
kind; yea, if CHnisr, the greit'Eaw-giver and Ri- 
of the Church, . hath expreſſly commanded that No 
Power of this kind ſhall ever be claimed, or ever 
be yielded, by any of his Followers, then gur Church 
is reprehenſible and highly criminal before Gop, 
for uſurping this Power : And then the Diſenters are 
juſtified, and will have Honour before Gop, for enter- 
ing their Proteſt againſt ſuch Uſarparion z for cp 
. | . ” + ng | 
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(Cs) 
ing the Rights and Privileges of the Chriſtian Charch z 
and flanding faſt. in the Liberty wherewith CuAαt; hos 
made them free, 11 15.4 e 
Our Separation from the Eſtabliſhment you are pleaſ- 
ed to repreſent in very terrifying and black Colours, 
as a Sin of near the firſt Magntude—* Our Mini- 
« ſters, you ſay, have Guile lying heavily upon them 
&« on Account of their ſchiſmatical and uncatholick 
c Proceedings. They are notoriouſly peccant (i. e. 
ce are great Sinners) in throwing off the Authority of 
ce thoſe whom they ought to obey and ſubmit them- 
te ſelves' to. Their Conduct is ſuch as you challenge 
& all the Wir and Ingenuity of the Nation ever to 
& reconcile with holy Living — Y ou repreſent them 
ce as carnal,” evil, and deceit ful Workers, diforderly 
« Walkers, whom Gon will, undoubtedly, for theſe 
„% Things, bring into Judgment *; and the Faithful, 
& far from being permitted to enter into any paſtoral 
% Relation to them, are not permitted to have any 

% Chriſtian Communion with them; no, not fo much 
« as any intimate unneceſſary Acquaintance and Fa- 
« miliarity with them in common Life ;“ with 
much more to the ſame Purpoſe. 

You ſpeak alſo “ of the Lay-difjenter, as having 
6 tained his Soul with Guilt 4; and of the Doctrine 
c on which our Separation is built, as being fal/e and 
& dangerous ||. This you wiſh me to lay to Heart, and 
“ ſeriouſly ro conſider.” 

I have, according to your W iſh, Sir, lain it to 
Heart, and ſeriouſly conſidered, The Reſult of my 
Conſideration I ſhall now freely give you; and in re- 
turn heartily wiſh, that laying aſide all Prejudice and 
worldly Attachments, you would impartially conſider 
] hat is the true Nature and Conſlitution of the 


Chriſtian 
Letter I. Page 82, 83. 1 Letter II. Page 8. 
+ Letter 1I, Page 26, U Leiter III. Page 59, 
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Chriftian Church ; and what the Allegiance, which, 
as a Subject of Jas Curtsr, you owe to Him the 
only Law-giver and King in the Church; who will 
ſhortly call you to Account for your Conduct in this 
Reſpet * © ch. A te 6 
To come then to the Point Tur CHUxch you 
fay, and ſolemnly ſubſcribe it, hath Power to decree 
Rites, and Authority in Matters of Faith, This is 
the grand Hinge upon which the whole Controverſy 
turns. Now here, Sir, let me ask you, $$ 
Finsr, Hhat Cnurcn is it, to whom this Au- 
thority and Power is given? You will, doubtleſs, ſay, 
the Church of England; for the Church of England ex- 
preſſly claims and exerciſes this Power; and you avow 
and defend it in this Exerciſe and Claim : Yea, this 
is the very Baſis on which its whole Frame and Hie- 
rarchy ſtand. : It obliges all irs Miniſters to ſubſcribe 
to Articles of Faith, which it hath' autboritatively de- 
creed; and to uſe in religious Worſhip Ceremonies and 
Rites, which it hath autkoritatively injoyned. 
But mind, Sir, I beſeech you, the Conſequences 
of this Claim. If the Church of England hath really 
this Authority and Power ; hath not the Church of 
France—the Church of Spain—the Church of Rome the 
very fame? Hath England, in this Matter, any Privi- 
lege from Gop, any ſpiritual Prerogative, any Char- 
ter from Heaven, which its neighbour Countries have 
not? You will not pretend it has, But if it has 10 
Privilege nor Prerogative of this kind, then the Church 
of France, and the Church of Rome have allo, you ac- 
knowledge, Power fo decree Rites and Ceremonies in 
 Gop's Worſhip, and AuTrnoriITY in Points of Faith; 
conſequently, all the Fopperies and Superſtitions of 
the Romiſh Cbarch, at leaſt, which cannot be proved 
to be contrary to the Word of Gop, are to be re- 
verently 
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yetently ſubmitted to by all the Members of that 
Church, and cordially received. 4 
But will not your claiming this Power for the Church 
abſolutely overthrow the Reformation itſelf, and ſub- 
vert the very Foundation of the Church you ſeek to 
eſtabliſh ? For till you can ſhew, why the Church. of 
England is poſſeſſed of this Power, but not the Church 
of Nome; why a Body of acknowledged fallible Men 
in Britain have Authority ro make and to enjoin Ar- 
ticles of Faith, but not a Body of pretended infallible 
Men at Trent; whence ENGLAND came thus ſpiritu- 


ally-gifred, and endowed beyond all its neighbour King- 


dom your Separation from the Church of Rome is in- 


capable of a juſt and ſolid Defence. 


To this, perhaps, you will reply—But our Church 
bath expreſſiy guarded againſt any ſuch Abuſe of the 
Power it claims, by adding in the XXth Article 
Net is it not lawful fer the Church to ordain any Thing 
that is contrary to GoD's Word written , neither may 
it ſo expound one Place of Scripture that it be re- 
pugnant to another. But, upon this, I entreat your 
Patience for theſe two Remarks : | 4 * 
..1ſt, Whatever Ceremony or Rite then cannot be 

ewn to be CONTRARY to Gop's Mord, your Church, 
yea, the Church of Rome hath, you acknowledge, 
full Authority to enjoin : Conſequently, as your Church, 
by Virtue of this Authority, hath epjoined the Croſs 
in Baptiſm, it hath full Power alſo to require you to 
croſs your ſelves, whenever you enter the Place of Wor- 


ſhip, fay your Prayers, look towards the Eaſt, touch 


the Bible, fit at Meat — It hath full Power to enjoin 
the Uſe of Salt and Spittle in Baptiſm, Chriſm, ex- 
treme Unition, and an hundred other Things which are 
no more contrary to Gon's Word than the Croſs in Bap- 
tiſm is. 2 ; 

As your Church now con/ecrates Ground, it has eye- 
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ty whit as mach Pouer to conſecrate the otber Ex. 
ment, and to make holy Water, as well as boly Earth; 
and to order it to be decently ſprinkled upon its Mem- 
bers (for lt it you know, are 10 be done derently 
id n Orad] in Token that they ſhall keep themſelves 
pure from Sin : Ic hath Power to confecrate holy 
— to cut the facramental Bread; holy. Baſins and 
EZwers for the Prieſts to waſh in before the Sacrament, 
holy Feſtments and Robes, and a great Variety of holy 
Vroni, lighted Topers for the Altar, &c. (all which, 
you know, Sit, was done by your admired Biſhop 
Zaud) knocking on the Breaft, bowing towards the 
Euſt, Proſtration before the Altar.— All theſe, I ſay, 
and innumerable other Ceremonies your Church claims 
Authority and Power to enjoin; for none of theſe can 
de ſhewn-to be mare contrary to the Mord of Gon, or 
to be a whit more ſuperſtitious, ridiculous, or abfurd, 
than the croſſing at Baptiſm, or the /olemn Conſecration 
of Churches and their Yards, But, th 
»'2dly. The Limitation or Guard, which the Article 
ſeems to put upon his Power of the Church, is real- 
ly of no Force, and amounts to nothing at all. 
For tho' it ſays That the Ohurch 'may not ordain 
any bing coNTRARY to Gon's Word, m fo expouni 
one Scripture as to be REPUGNANT fo another Vet of 
this Nepugnance and Contrariety, the Chunch alone, 
you Will obferve, and not eyery private, Perſon, is al- 
lowed to be the proper Judge For elſe the Article is 
abſurd; it actually overthrows itſelf; and takes away, 
with one Hand, what it gives with the otber. For, 
i every private Perſon hath Authority to judge of the 
Church's Deciſions, and to reef? them, if they appear 
to him repugnant to Scripture, then the Charch's Au- 
thority in Points of Faith comes to juſt nothing at all. 
It is an Authority to decree, where none are bound 
to ſubmit ; that is, an Authority oyer no Body, an 
d a Authority 
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Authority to do nothing. But ſuch a ſenſeleſs, un» 
meaning, impertinent Claim, can never be the Deſign 
and Import of this Article. It does claim therefore for 
the Church ſome real Authority to ſetile Points of 
Faith; conſequently, to Points thus authoratitavely ſet- 
tled by it, private Chriſtians, its Members are, reve- 
rently to ſubmit, even tho? to their own Judgments 


they appear repugnant to the Word of Gop, 


This, Sir, muſt be the real Meaning and latent 
of the Article, notwithſtanding the refirifive Clauſe. 
Accordingly, in Conſequence of this Claim, your 
Church hath authoritatively decreed thirty-nine Arti- 
cles of Faith; and theſe it declares to have decreed 


Fer the taking away Difference of Opinion, and to ef- 


tabliſhan Agreement in true Religion*. The plain Lan- 
guage of Authority, Theſe Articles it obliges all its 
Miniſters to ſubſcribe z and our Princes, as Heads and 
Governors of the Church, have authoritatively for- 
bid irs Clergy to preach any Thing repugnant to 
them, and required them to frame their Sermons ac- 
cording to the Plan here preſcribed. From all which 
it appears, that, notwithſtanding the pretended L:- 
tation, there is a real Authority claimed by the 
Church, that is to ſay, by its Governors, to ſettle Points 
of Faith. Bur if there be ſuch Authority really veſted 
in them, then the People are bound to ſubmit to their 
Deciſions, and have no Right of private JIndgment 
to examine or reject them; for there cannot be wo 
ConTRADICTorRY Rights z a Right in Governors to 
E and a Right in Subjects to refuſe. Bur 
the Charch of England has really this Authority and 
Right, the Church of Rome had it before her; and, as 
the elder and Mother-charch, ought to have been o- 
beyed. The Reformation, therefore, as we are won 
to call it, was a Rebellion againſt Superiors, a Dis- 
| B | obedience 
„ Preface to XXXIX Articles. 
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obedience to the Authority veſted in the Church, and 
ought, as ſuch, to be fenounced by returning to the 
@harch of Rome. OY, . 
la this Manner, Sir, a Namiſb Prieſt will turn upon 
the Church of England its own dangerous Artillery 3 
and by. the meer Conceſſions of this XXth Article, 
thouſands of Proſelytes have, no doubt, been gained 
from you. Nor, with all your Ingenuity, would you 
find it caſy to ward off the Force of ſuch Arguing, 
ſhould any of your Pariſhioners be likely to be ſeduced. 
And this, perhaps, is the Reaſon why the numerous 
Converts theſe Prieſts are ſaid to make, are gathered 
all from your Church; whercas, from amongſt the Di/- 
fenters, you hardly ever hear of one gained. Bur, 
SECONDLY, I want much to be enlightened as to 
THE PERSONS who are inveſted with this Authority 
and Power. 
Lou ſay, it is the Church: But Who, I pray, are 
the Church, in whom this great Power is lodged ? You 
will pleaſe to obſerve well, Sir, not the Biſhops and 
Clergy, who are wont to {peak of themſelves as our 
ſpiritual Paſtors and Guides, as being over us in the 
Lord, as Stewards of the Myſteries, &. This Power 
to order the Manner of Gop's Worſhip, and to ſet- 
tles rcicles of Faith, is not at all lodged in them, but 
entficly in the King and ParLtamentT of theſe Re- 
alms, - | | 
+ You need not be informed, Sir. that all the Clergy 
of this Kingdom, with all the Biſbops, at their Head, 
have not the leaſt Authority to enjoin one Ceremony 
or Rite of Wolſhip; or to either eftabliſh or annul 
one Article of Faith. No, bur all Power and Juriſ- 
diction relating to theſe Matters is lodged chiefly in 
Lay bands; "us ſolely in the King and ParLiamenrt, 
and the Clergy are to act in all Things under their Di- 
rection and Controul. The KING and PARLIA un 
| | a ale 
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are in Truth the real Fathers, Governors, or Bishops 
of this Church: Theſe onLy have Power to make or 
5 to unmake Forms and Rites of Worſhip, and do auto- 
n * F- ritatively inſtruct and preſcribe to the Clergy what they 
5 are to believe—in what Manner, and to whom the 
2) Sacraments are to be given—-what Prayers they are 
d to offer up hat Doctrines to preach—who are to 
4 be admitted to the Epiſcopate or Prieſt hood, and who 
ro be refuſed hy what Ceremonies, and Prayers, and 
. Exhortations they are to be ſer apart, and conſecrated 
5 to their Office — Theſe, with every other Circum- 
* ſtance relating to Religion ard the Worſhip of Gon, 
: which is autborita/ively preſcribed or enjoincd in your 
Church, you know, Sir, not the B:ſbops and Clergy, 

but the King with bis Purtiament are the onLy Per- 

ſons who have authoritatively enjoined and preſcribed 

them. 
„The Clergy of the whole Land, in Convocation 

& aſſembled, cannot fo much as attempt any Canons 
& or Conſtitutions without the King's Licence, If 

e the King and Clergy make a Canon, tho! it binds 

© the Clergy in re eccleſiaſtica, yet it does not bind 

« Laymen “.“ N 
Tea, fo far, Sir, were the Biſhops and Clergy from 

having any Hand in the firſt forming our preſenFe- 

B 2 ſtabliſhed 


* Vide Examination of the Codex, &c. Pag. 114, 148, ** By 
« the 25th of Hen. VIII. Cap, 19, it is a Præmunire for the 
* Convocation to meet without the King's'Writ : And when they 
*« are met to do any thing without the King's Licence: And then 
«* no Reſolution of theirs to have the Force of a Canon, unleſs 
* the King confirni it. Nor is it then valid, if it be contrarient 
or repugnant to the Laws, Statutes, and Cuſtoms of this Realm, 
or be to the Damage or Hurt of the King's Prerogative roy- 
* ale And of this the Courts of Weſtminſter. Hall muſt judge. 
„Hale, in his Analyſis (Page 12.) fays, It eccleſiaſtical Laws are 
« not confirmed by Parliament, the King may revoke and an- 
* nul them at his Will and Pleaſure,” ide Notes on an Anſwer 


to the Examination of the Biſhop of Leudon's Codex, 
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obedience to the Authority veſted in the Church, and 


ought, as ſuch, to be fenounced by returning to the 
@harch of Rome. L 
la this Manner, Sir, a Nomiſb Prieſt will turn upon 
the Church of England its own dangerous Artillerßñ; 
and by the meer Conceſhons of this XXth Article, 
thouſands of Proſelytes have, no doubt, been gained 
from you. Nor, with all your Ingenuity, wonld you 
find it caſy to ward off the Force of ſuch Arguing, *® 
| ſhould any of your Pariſhioners be likely to be ſeduced. 
And this, perhaps, is the Reaſon why the numerous 
Converts theſe Prieſts are ſaid to make, are gathered 
all from your Church, whercas, from amongſt the Di- 
fenters, you hardly ever hear of one gained. Bur, ! 
SECONDLY, I want much to be enlightened as to 
THE PERSONs who are inveſted with this Authority 
and Power. | 
Lou fay, it is the Church: But bo, I pray, are 
the Church, in whom this great Power is lodgedꝰ? You 
will pleaſe to obſerve well, Sir, not the Biſhops and 
Clergy, who are wont to {peak of themſelves as our 
ſpiritual Paſtors and Guides, as being over us in the 
Lord, as Stewards of the Myſteries, &c. This Power 
to order the Manner of Gop's Worſhip, and to ſet- 
tles Krticles of Faith, is not at all lodged in them, but 
entficly in the King and PaRLIAMENT of theſe Re- 
alms. | 
+ You need not be informed, Sir. that all the Clergy 
of this Kingdom, with all the Biſbops, at their Head, 
have not the leaſt Authority to enjoin one Ceremony 
or Rite of Woiſhipz or to either eftabliſþ or annul 
one Article of Faith. No, bur all Power and Juriſ- 
diction relating to theſe Matters is lodged chiefly in 
Lay bands; is folely in the King and ParLiament, 
and the Clergy are to act in all Things under their Di- 
rection and Controul. The Kix and ParLIiamunTt 
| « are 
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are i Truth the real Fathers, Governors, or Bisnops 
of this Church : Theſe onLy have Power to make or 
1 to unmake Forms and Rites of Worſhip, and do authe+ 
on * F- ritatively inſtruct and preſcribe to the Clergy what they 
Y 3 are to believe—in what Manner, and to whom the 
de, Sacraments are to be given what Prayers they are 
ed to offer up at Doctrines to preach—who are to 
ou be admitted to the Epiſcopate or Prieſibood, and who 
Bo do be refuſed-—by what Ceremonies, and Prayers, and 
US 
d 
{+ 
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Exhortations they are to be fer apart, and conſecrated 
ro their Office — Theſe, with every other Circum- 
ſtance relating to Religion ard the Worſhip of Gon, 
which is autboritaſively preſcribed or enjoined in your 
Church, you know, Sir, not the B:ſbops and Clergy, 
but the King with bis Partiament are the oN Per- 
ſons who have authoritatively enjoined and preſcribed 


them. 
„The Clergy of the whole Land, in Convocation 


& aſſembled, cannot fo much as attempt any Canons 
| & or Conſtitutions without rhe King's Licence. If 
| “ the King and Clergy make a Canon, tho! it binds 
© the Clergy in re eccleſiaſtica, yet it does not bind 

* Laymen “.“ ö | 

Yea, ſo far, Sir, were the Biſhops and Clergy from 4 

having any Hand in the firſt forming our preſenFe- 
B 2 ſtabliſhed 


* Vide Examination of the Codex, &c. Pag. 114, 148, By 

« the 25th of Hen. VIII. Cap. 19, it is a Præmunire for the 
* Convocation to meet without the King's Writ : And when they 
are met to do any thing without the King's Licence: And then 
* no Reſolution of theirs to have the Force of a Canon, unleſs 
* the King confirni it. Nor is it then valid, if it be contrarient 
«« orrepugnant to the Laws, Statutes, and Cuſtoms of this Realm, 
or be to the Damage or Hurt of the King's Prerogative roy- 
« ale And of this the Courts of Weſtminſter. Hall mult judge. 
Hale, in his Analyſis (Page 12.) ſays, It eccleſiaſtical Laws are 
« not confirmed by Parliament, the King may revoke and an- 
* nul them at his Will and Pleaſure.“ ide Notes on an Anſwer 


to the Examination of the Biſhop of Lezdon's Codex, 
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ſtabliſned Church, or in ordering its Rites and Ar- 
ticles of Faith, that it was done not only without, 
but in aZual Oppoſition to them: For in the iſt of Q: 
« Eliz. the Parliament alone eſtabliſned the Queen's 
& Supremacy and the Common-prayer-book, in ſpite 
“ of all Oppoſition from the Biſbops in the Houſe 
ce of Lords; and the Convocation then fitting, were 
& ſo far from having any Hand in thoſe Church-a&s 
% for Reformation, that they preſented to the Parli- 
« ament ſeveral Propoſitions in Behalf of the Tenets 7 
« of Popery, directly contrary to the. Proceedings ot 
e the Parliament “. RF. 'S 
Hence then, Sir, I think you muſt be abſolutely 
forced to own (what ] know Gentlemen of your Robe 
don't care to hear) viz, That the Church of England 
is really a PARLIAMENTARY Church; that it is not 
properly an Ally, but a mere Creature of the State. 
It depends entirely upon the Ads and Authority of 
PARLIAMENT for its very Eſſence and Frame. The 


Qualifications of its Miniſters, their Power to offſi- 


ciate, the Manner in which they are to adminiſter 
the Sacraments, are all limited and preſcribed by Au- 
thority of Parliament, and this Authority, which at 
firſt made, can alone alter and new-make it; can a+ 
boliſh, or add to its Articles or Rites, according to 
its Pleaſure, even tho' the whole Body of Biſhops and 
Clergy ever ſo much Giſlike, or proteſt earneſtly a- 
gainlt it. Is 
It is a Point therefore inconteſtible, and abſolutely 
out of Doubt, that THE Cnuncn, your Article de- 
clares to have this Authority and Power here, is the 
Kix G and PARLIAMENT of theſe Realms; and it is 
no other than they. Bur, | | 
TnirDLyY, The grand Point which yer ſticks, 
and which, without your Aſſiſtance, I ſhall never 
get 


by 


* [de Prieſteraſt in Perfection, Pref, Pag. 4. 


83 
get over, is, how came the civil Magiſtrate by this 
Authority in the Church of CuRis TH? Who gave him 
this Power to decree Rites in Chriſtian Worſhip, which 
Chriſt never decreed. z: and to make Articles of Faith 
which Chriſt never made? Neither Carisr,. nor tbe 
Apoſtles, ever gave him this Authority z whence then 
1s it derived ? 4 | | 

The Subjection to higher Powers, and Obedience to 
Magiſtrates, which the Scriptures enjoin Chriſtians, 
relates only to civil, not at all to religious Matters: For 
this obvious Reaſon; that the Magiſtrate at that Time 

was every where Pagan. The Apoſlles therefore in- 
y 37 Read of payiog, or exhorting Chriſtians to pay, any 
g Subjection to him in religious Affairs, ſtrenuouſly ex- 
c 


horted them to renounce and diſavow it to come out 
from among them and be ſeparate. They were every where, 
you know, Sir, Diſſenters from the eſtabliſhed Church, 
CHRISTIANITY is fo far from enjoining, that it ac- 
tually forbids, Obedience to civil Governors in Things 
of a religious Nature. It commands us to call no Man 
upon Earth Father.or Maſter , i. e. to acknowledge no 
Authority or Juriſdiction of any in Matters of Religi- 
on, but to remember that One, one only is our Maſter 
and Law-giver, even ChRIisr; and all Chriſtians are 
Brethren; i e. ſtand upon an equal foot, having no 
Dominion over one another. Tho' the Princes of the 
Gentiles exerciſe Dominion over them, and they who are 
Great exerciſe Authority upon them, yet it ſhall not, our 
LokD ſays, be ſv amongſt you f. Nay, but your Church 
replies, in this its XXth Article, it Mall be ſo amongſt 
us. There are ſome who have Authority over others 
in Matters of Faith. There are other Maſters beſides 
Cunisr. Thus the Article and the Scripture manifeſtly 
claſh : Will you be ſo good Sir, as to adjuſt the Contto- 
verſy betwixt them, and tell me which I am to follow, 


The 


* 


Matt. xxiii, 8, 9. + Matt, xx. 25. 


i ( 44) 1 
The Church ui Cuntsr's Kingdom, 4 Ningdom t 
ef this Mid: For his voluntary Humiliation and ſuf- 
. tering of Death, be is advanced to the high Honour 
of being ſels Lawpiver, Judge and Sovereign in re- 
ligious Matters. He only hath Authority to fix the 
Forms of Communion for his Followers or Church; and 
the Terms which He hath fix'd, no Man upon Earth, 
nor Body of Men, have Authority to ſet alide, to al- 
ter or new make. And if any Men upon Earth ſhall * 
preſume to alter, or new make, Terms of Communion. 
in his Church ; they are guilty of great Arro- 
gance, and invade his Authority and Throne. But 
this, we apprehend, is what you have done, You will not | 
now receive a Perſon to publick Baptiſm-or the Lord's- 
Supper upon the Terms on which CnRISsTH and bis A. 
poſtles would have received him. Neither CHRIS 
nor his Apoſtles ever made the Sigu of the Croſs, or 
other Sponſors beſides the Parents, neceſſary to a Child's 
Bapriſm ; nor did they ever kneeling a neceſſary 
Term of receiving the Sacraffiental-Supper ; but both 
thoſe you make neceſſary . Thus you have taken 
1 you to new model the Church of Cunisr, to 
change and ſer aſide bis Laws, and to make others in 
their room. | Shag. | 
Now give me leave to ask you, Sir, by what Au- 
thority do you preſume to reje& thoſe from your 
Church, whom in your - Conſcience you believe 
nnr and his Apoflles would have received into 
theirs? Are you. wiſer than they ? Or is your Church 
better framed, and more perfect than theirs? If an 
honeſt and ſincere Chriſtian how brings his Child 
ö to 


The XXVIIch Canon requires, the Miniſter never wittingly to 

adminiſter the Communion to any, but to ſuch as kneel, The 
XXIXth Canon requires, that no Parent ſhall be urged to be pre- 
ſent at his Child's Baptiſm; nor be admitted to anſwer as Gods 
father foi his own Child, e * 


4 * 
> * 84 ä 
Ads 2K #70 
4 . * 1 
"8 
vo 
* 
, * 
4 = 8 
4 
* 
1 y 1 
4 
0 e 


to you to be publickly baptized, defiring it ny be 


done without the Sign of the 'Crofs, and that Him. 
ſelf may ſtand forth as Surety for its Education 3 
would you not refuſe him? Or if he deſired to be ad- 
mitted to the Communion of Chriſtians, in the o- 
ther Sacrament of the Supper, but that he might 
not take it Aneeline : Would you not reject him 


But if the ſame Perſon had come to Jesuvs CyrisT or 
the Apoſtles, offering himſelf and Child upon the ſame 
Terms, would they not have received him? But how 
is it, Sir, that you take upon you to reef from 
' * Cnrir's Family and Church, thoſe whom you be- 
* lieve HimsELF would have received? Is not this Lord- 
ing it over Gdp's Heritage, and uſurping CHAST's 


Throne? Is it not ſetting yourſelves up for Law- 
Makers and Rulers in his Kingdom ; claiming Homage 
from his Subjects? And are not his faithful Subjects, 
by the Allegiance they owe HH, obliged to enter their 
Proteſt againſt ſuch Uſurpation, and to ſtand faſt in 
the Liberty wherewith CHRIST has ſit them free? 

I here then, let me appeal to your own ſober Judg- 
ment, does the Guilt ef Schiſ lie: Upon yen or up- 
on us? Upon as, who offer our ſelves to Communion 
in your Church upon the Terms which CHRIST ap- 
pointed, and are ready to do every Thing which CHnisr 
has commanded : Or upon you, who abſolutely re- 
ject us, unleſs, befides what CHRIST hath order'd, 
we will ſubmit alſo to ieme Orders and Devices of 
your own? We come as the Lord's Servants, and de- 
fire to eat at the Lord's-Table, with reverent Submiſ- 
ſion to all bis Appointments. Nay but, fay vou, 
you ſhall not come to the Lord's- Table, unleſs you 
will &xeel ; i. e. unleſs you will come in that Poſture, 
which tho' CurisT in his Wiſdom did not think 
proper, 'yet which we in our Wiſdom have thought 
proper o ordain. In other Words; unleſs 2 

MERE being 


| 


616) 
being Carivy's Servants, you will alſo be ours; and 
pay Subjection to our Inſtitution and Authority in 
this religious Rite. 4 \BR23! 

This, Sir, is the true State of the Controverſy be- 
twixt us: Jadge now, I pray you, with the Im- 
partiality of a Chriſtian, who makes the Schiſm, and 
who has reaſon to fear being brought into Judgment, 
by the great Law-gizer of the Church, for the un- 
«happy Breach which ſubſiſts Let a great Prelate 
who at preſent adorns one of the higheſt Stations 
of your Church. be heard as Judge betwixt us,— 7? 
In all other Societies, the expreſs Will of the 
« Founder, and the Terms of Fellowſhip and Com- 
% munion which be has laid down, are accounted 
« ſacred. In all other Kingdoms the Will of the 
& ſupreme Power is a Law. No one pretends, or 
© dares pretend, to make Laws of equal Force with 
ce his. How hard then is the Fate of the Chriſtian 
&« Church, or of the Kingdom of CurisT, when his 
« Will is declared inſufficient, and the invented Words 
* and Deciſions of his Subjects are made co-ordinate 
„ with his own, equally excluſive of others of his 
„ Subjects from the . Communion of their Fellow- 
„ Subjects! And how hard is the Fate of thoſe 
& Believers in him, who deſire Communion upon the 
& Terms Gop has preſcribed, to be excluded by the 
„Words of Men; by the Inventions of Men, im- 
& poled upon them for his Precepts / And how un- 
© happy is the Church, to be reduced by any ſuch 
„ Methods within more narrow Bounds than our Lorp 
„ himſelf has confined it &.“ 

Bur you are in Readineſs zo retort, and with great 
Aſſurance tell me, That the Avoidance of Kneeling 
& inſiſted upon by our Miniſters, is not leſs an Im- 
| TS =] poſition 


- * Biſhop of Mincheſter's Poſtſcript to his Anlwer to Dr. Hare's. 
Sermon, page 254. | ; 
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and I & poſition than your enjoining it. That we do really 
in © impoſe the Obſervance of one particular Geſture upon 
& our Communicants.— That fitting is the regular, 

& unvaried Practice of our Churches; obſerved as 
& conſtantly and univerſally amongſt us, as Aneeling 


is amongſt you, ever allowed to be departed from; 
which our Miniſters require, inſiſt upon, and refuſe 
to abate,” And you ask me * it one ſhould pre- 
4“ ſent . himſelf ro take the Sacrament ſtanding, or 
offer to take it on his Knees, whether I don't 
think he would undergo ſome ſevere Expoſtulati- 
ons, and be plunly told, we had no ſuch Cuſtom, 
& for the Churches of Gor, and it would not be 
e amo mt al 7.” - 

I believe the World will be ſurprized, Sir, and 
that an ingennous Bluſh will cover your own Face, 
when you find that this Account of us is abſolute- 
ly without Truth, and quite contrary to Fact. I 
have ſpent my whole Life amongft the Diſſenters, 
and am acquainted with a great Number of their 
Churches and Minifters z but never once, till now, 
heard that Strride at the Lord's-Table was ever 
infiſied on as a Term of Communion with them; or 
that it is their anv4ried and aniverſal Pradtice. The "1 
contrary to this, I know to be Truth. In the Church | 
to which I myſelf belong, there is a Perſon who for 
many Years has conſtantly received KNnexr.1nG, with- 
out the leaft Offence to the Congregation, or any 
Expoſtulation from the Miniſter on that Account. 
In ſome of our Churches, I am well informed, there 
are ſome who receive Standing, ſome Kneeling ; In 
this every one amongſt us is left entirely at his Li- 
berty. Tho' the Poſture of Sitting be generally 
thought by us moſt ſuitable to the Commemarative- 
Supper of our Lonxp; inſtituted inſtead of the Paſchai- 


2 Supper 
J Letter II. pag. 56, 57, 58. Letter III. pag. 8, 9. 


tr (WJZ 
Supper of the eus; and moſt agreeable to the Prac- 1 
tice of Curisr and bis fpofiles, who, without all 
peradventure, Sat around the Table; yet in this we 
are all left to follow freely our own Perſuaſion. Nor 
is there, TI believe, amongſt our Miniſters one in five 
hundred, who would retuſe to give the Sacrament 
either Standing or Kneeling to any one who thought 
either o/ theſe the fitteſt Polture of receiving. Our Li- 
'berty as to this Matter you might have ſeen in Bax- © 
ter's reform'd Liturgy z where it is expreſsly ſaid-—** And 
et none of the People be forced to fit, ſtand or kneel in 
** the Aft of receiving, whoſe Judgment is againſt it.“ 
And in Dr, Calamy's brief Account, Sc. which you 
appear to have read“ The Communicants amongſt © 
*. Proteſtant Diſſenters, are Ar LiBrERTyY ?0u/e THEIR | 
© own PosTURE in the Time of Receiving z tho" a Table 

« Geſture is moſt commonly uſed .“ | 
Thus, Sir, I have at large conſidered your Charge of 
Schis x upon the Diſſenters ;, and hope by this time you 
begin to think more favourably of us; and to juſtify 
our Principles as truly catholic and generous z the only 
Broad- Bottom on which the Peace of the Church can 
be ſolidly fixed; and that the Guilt of the Separation 
lies wholly on your Church, which inſiſts upon Un- 
CHRISTIAN and UNSCRIPTURAL Terms of eommuni- 

cating with it. | 

But I hope io finiſh your Conviction, Sir, and to 
wipe off every Speck of the Taint of Schiſm from 
Diffenters, by calling to your Remembrance your own 
excellent Definition of the Catholic or Chriſtian Church 
and reaſoning with you on it. The Catholic 
** Church, you ſay *, is one outward and viſible Society 
% DivintLy iaſtituted; the moſt; admirable and glorious 
Society under Heaven.” —— Mind, Sir, your own 
Words ; 
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F Letter to a Divine in Germany, pag. 11. 
Letter I. pag. 73. | 1 
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Words; and it will ſoon end the Debate. If it be a 
Society Divix EL iuſtituted, then whatever Society is 
not of Divine, but ot meerly buman Inſtitution, is not 
the Church of Chriſt. It it be a Society divineiy inſti- 
tuted, then the Terms of Admiſſion into this Society, and 
the Qualifications of its Members are divinely fixed, i. e. 


fixed by the Will and Authority of Gon: Whatever | 
'= ® viſible Society then hath its Terms of Admiſſion and the 


Qualifications. of its Members Nor divinely.: fix d, 


fix d only by the Will and Authority ot Men, cannot 
be the truly Catholic and Cbriſtian Church. 


Now here ſhall J intreat you, Sir, with the Im- 


: partiality of a Chriſtian, who has nothing but Truth 
and the Will of God in view, to ſtop a Moment and 


compare the Cons riruriox of the Church of England, 
and the ConsTITuTION of the Church of Chrift, and 
ſee if they are not Societies of a quite different Frame; 
the one a human, the other a divine Inſtuut ion; the one 


reſting entirely on the Authority and Will of Men, 
the other upon the Will and Authority of G © D. 


If you enquireafter the Conſtitution and Frame of 
the Church of Chriſt, where mult you look for it? on- 
ly in the Bible x. But if you enquire after the Con- 
ſtitution and Frame of the Church of England, where 


muſt you look for th in the Statute- boot, in the 


Canons, and Common prayer - boot, and in the Codes ot 
the Engliſb-law. 

The Church of CHRIST is a religions Eſtabliſhment, 
founded upon the Scriptures, as the only authentic 
Rule of its Do&rines and Worſhip z the Church of 
ENGLAND is a civil Eſtabliſhment, founded upon Ads 
of Parliament, as the only authentic Rule ot what is 


to be believed and practiſed therein. The one a ſpiritual 


Structure, built upon the Foundation of the A- 
poſtles and Prophets, Jzsus ChRis r himlclt being the 
C2 chief 


de Bible only is the Religion of Proteſtants. Chillingwwarth., 
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ted who ſubmits to the Terms appointed by Chrift : 


on, and as a mean of uniting all Chriſtians ; and of de- 


* 


— p ( 40 ) | | — | | 

chief Corner-ſtone : The other a political Sirudturo, 
built upon the Foundation of the Lords and Commons 
of the Realm, rn King, as ſupreme Head, being 
the chief Corner-ſton rn. \ 283 
Into the. Church of Chrift any Perſon may be admit» 


Bur, into the Church of England, he cannot be admit- 
ted, except over and above theſe, he ſubmits alſo to 
Terms which human Autlurity hath inſtituted and de- 
viſed. Pa i + £7" nt ne | N 
In e Chivch-the Lotd'rlapper: is appoimed 
and uled oN for /piritual and religious Ends; but, in 
the Church of England, it is notoriouſly both inſtituted 
and uſed for political and worldly Ends, to qualify for 
a Poſt. In the former *twas appointed with Intenti- © 


ſtroy ing all Variance and Diſtirctions betwixt them. 
In che latter tis appointed with Intention, and as 4 
Mean, of diſcriminating and dividing Chtiſtians; and of 
making a Diſtinction betwixt one and another. 


In the Chriſtian Church, no openly debauched or 


ſcandalouſly wicked Perſon has a Right to come to the 


Table of the Lord, or to partakestgr its Proviſions ; 


but in the Church of Euglana, if ſuch a Perſon has a 
Commiſſion from the King in the Army or the Fleet, 


. or any profitable Poſt, this gives him a Right to come 


to the Communiĩon- Table, a Right to demand the holy 
Elements at the Prieſ's Hands, as a Qualification for 


. bis Poſt. | 


In the /criptural Church of Chriſt, there are no fuch 
Officers ever heard of as Archbiſhops, Deans, Archdea- 


tom, Prebendaries, Canons, Chancellors, &c. But there 


is another Church, you know, Sir, where theſe are Of- 
ſicers of great Influence, of high Importance and Rank. 
But whence came this pompous Train! From the a- 
paſtulic Fountain at Jeruſalem, or from the corrupted 
Source at Rome? AS. The 


. 


The Church of Chrift never excommunicites, nor 


to exerciſe its Diſcipline upon any but its 
own Members; For what baue 1 to do, the Apoſtle 


of England extends its eccleſiaſtical Authority over 
thoſe who never belonged to it; and by a very extra- 
ordinary Act of Power, excommunicates ſuch as never 
were of its Communion ; that is, it caſts ſuch from, who 
never were in it. In common Lite ſuch a Thin 
would be reckoned marvellous indeed. Should 1 ſo- 
' lemnly threaten, yea actually proceed to caſt a Perſon 


ont of my Houſe, who never was in it, ] ſhould work 


as great a Miracle as was ever wrought in the Church 


, Rome: Bur Miracles of this kind, Str, your Church, 


you know, ſometimes works. 

Again; the Rod with which the Church of Chrif 
chaſtiſes its Delinquents is ſpiritual, not carnal; but 
the Rod of the Church of England is carnal, not ſpi- 
ritual. By the Conſtitution of the former, the excom- 
municated Member is only to be deprived of ſpiritual 
Privileges, ſuch as Fellowſhip in Prayer, Singing, Sa- 
craments, &c. As for his civil Property and Rights, 
it -meddles not with theſe; for CryrisT's Kingdom is 
not of this World; but by the Conſtitution of the 
latter, the excommunicated Member is delivered over 


to the civil Arm, to humble and chaſtiſe him; he is 


diſabled from aſſerting his natural Rights, from being 
a Wirnels, from bringing Actions at Law, and if he 


ſays, to judge them that are without * ? But the Church 
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does not ſubmit in forty Days, a Writ ſhall iſſue forth 


to impriſon bim, — 

In the Church of Jeſus Chriſt, thoſe who are entruſt- 
ed with eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline are, ſolemnly charged 
before Gop, and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the «left 
Angels, te be no Reſpecteis of Perlons, ts do nothing 
Y Parliality, and not to prefer one before another : 
: Neither 


1 Cor, v. 12. T 1 Tim. v. 212. 
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Neither the Gold Ring nor the gay Cloat bing u, nor pecuni · pe 
EF ary Gifts, are to have any Influence upon theirecclefiaſir> ¶ dit 
tal Proceedings; but the Poor are to receive the ſame Mea- ri 
ure with the Rich. But is it thus, Sir, in the Church of /o. 
E England? May not a grievous Sinner, according to her 
l  Conſticution, be ſuffered to commute? to have Pardon for 
Money, and to skreen himſelt by a round Fee trom the 
Stroxe of the Church's Rod? Yea, when he is going 
to be delivered, or actually is delivered, into the Hands 
of the Devil, and Satan has him in his Keeping, will 
not an hand/ome Sum preſently pluck him thence, and 
reſtore him to the Church's ſoft and indulgent Boſom 
again? — You remember, Sir, the Heathen Satyriſt, 
— — — At vos | | 
Dicite Ponti ſices, in Sacris quid facit Aurum. | 
| . Perſius Sat. II. 
And you know what was ſaid, upon a like Occaſion, 
by a much greater than he — Thy Monty periſh with 
thee ; becauſe thou haſt thought that the Gift of God 
C Pardon andAbſolution) may be purchaſed with Money, 
— hou haſt neither Part nor Lot in this Matter F. 
4 Some of the molt ſacred Acts of ſpiritual Juriſdic- 
tion, its' ſolemn Cenſures and Excommunications, are 
_ exerciſed in the Church of England by unconſecrated 
and meer Laymen. :Fheſe hold the Keys, open or 
hut, caſt out or admit to it, according to their ſole 
Pleaſure. The Chancellors, Officials, Surrogates 
who adminiſter the Juriſdiction of ſpiritual Courts, 
and determine the moſt important ſpiritual Matters, 
ſuch as delivering Men to the Devil, &c. frequently 
are, and by expreſs Proviſion of Law, always may 
be Lazmen. And truly, Sir, I greatly pity you Gen- 
tlemen of the Clergy, that ſome of the moſt tremen- 
dous and folemn Parts of your ſacred Office, ſuch as 
 Excommilnications, Abſolutions, &c. you are forced to 
„ perform, 
* James ii, 2, 3, t Acts viii, 20, 21. | 


* 


( 23 ) | 
perform, not according to, but ſometimes, perhaps, 
directly againſt your own Judgments, as you are auto- 
ritatively directed and commanded by theſe Lay · per- 
ſons, Hi I ay, to do it, notwithſtanding what -_Þ} 
you urge about your own Concurrence; for if you re- 
fuſe to concur, you are immediately liable to Suſpen- 
fron ab officio & beneficio z and if you continue ob- 
ſtinate, to be excommunicated your ownſelves f. 
The Church of Jesvs Cnnisr never owed its Sup- 
port (it corned to owe its Propagation and Support) 
to the Powers, Preferments and Riches of this World; 
twas its Glory, that it made its Way, and was eſ- 
tabliſhed upon Earth, not only without, but in direct 
Oppoſition to them: It commands its Miniſters ot 0 
STRIVE, but to be gentle to all Men; in Meekneſs, in- 
flrufting thoſe who gainſay—(2 Tim. ii. 24, 25.) Bur 
the Church of England, conſcious pf its Weakneſs, 
props itſelf on every Side with ci] Dignities and 
Emoluments; calls in the Powers and Riches of zhis 
World to its Support and Defence; intrenches itſelf 
deep under Shelter of penal Laws, and from thence 
thunders out its Excommunications, and Threats of 
Fines, and Impriſonments, upon any who ſhall dare to 
write-or ſpeak any thing derogatory to its Ceremonies , 
and Forms of Worſhip, or its Articles of Faith *. 2 
There is one Difficulty more, Sir, which | have = 
often revolved, but could never poſſibly get over 
1c 


+ There is one Thing, ſays Biſhop Burnet, yet wanting to com- 
pleat the Reformation of the Church; which is to reſtore primi- 
tive Diſcipline againſt ſcandalous Perſons, the eſtabliſhing the Go- 
vernment of the Church in Eccleſtaſtical Hands, and taking it out 
of Lay-Hands, which have ſo long prophaned it; and have ex- 
poſed the Authority of the Church and the Cenſures of it, chiefly 

' Excommunication, to the Contempt of the Nation; ſo that the 


dreadſulleſt of all Cenſures, is now become the moſt {corned and 
deſpiſed. 


Hiſt. Reform. Abridg. Pag. 357, 


*The IV. V, VIch Canons ſolemnly denounce. Fhat who- 
** ſoeyer ſhall affirm that the Form of Go »'s Worſhip contained 


* 


it ſeems to hang as a dead and inſuperable Weight 
upon the Frame of your Church; it you can — 
ſomely remove it, you will merit Lambeth for a Re 
ward. | YO 
The Church of England and the Church of Chriſt 
ſeem to be #wo Societies, abſolutely diftinf?, and of 
a quite different Conſtitution, as they have z2wo dif- 
ferent Heaps,. or FounTAINs of Power, whence all 
Authority, Juriſdiction, and Miniſtrations in the o 
Churches ſeverally ſpring. In the Church of Jeſus | 
Cbriſ, HIMSELF is , ſupreme Head, the only Law- giver 
Sovereign: To us there is but ONE Lord v. ONE 
is your Maſter, even CyrisrT f. Gave him to be HEAD 
over all Things to the Church t. ALL Powrn it given | 
#0 ME, in Heaven, and in Earth, go ye therefore teach |: 
all Nations. Char is the onNLY Fountain of Influ- 
ence, Juriſdiction, and Power in his Church, by Com- 
miſſion from whom alone all its Officers act. 
But in the Church of England, you well know, 
Sir, the King or Queer: is 8UPREME HEAD, © veſted 
&« with all Power to exerciſe all Manner of Eccleſi- 
ce aftical Juriſdiction, and Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Arch- 
& deacons, and other. Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, have 10 
„Manner of Juriſdiction eccleſiaſtical, but by and un- 
“ der the King's Majeſiy, who hath full Power and 
| Authority 
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* in the Common. prayer, hath any Thing in it repugnant to the 
* Word of God.mor that any of the XXXIX Articles are in any 
fart erroneous, or ſuch as may not with a good Conſcience be 
* ſubſcribed, let him be ExXcommuNICATED iſe facto, and 
not be reſtored until he repent and publickly revoke his wicked 
* Errors,” - 
And by the Act of Uniformity, it is enacted “ That if any one 
* ſhall declare, or ſpeak any Thing in the Derogation or deprav- 
ing of the Book of Common. prayer, he ſhall, for the firf Offence, 
 * ſufferlmpriſonment one whole Year, without Bail or Mainprize ; 
| * and tor the ſecond Offence ſhall be impriſoned during his Life." 
*'1 Cor. viii. 6. + Matt, xxili, 8. + Epheſ. i, 22, 
Mau. xxviii. 18, 19. | T9042 


. 


3 ( xx ) 
te Authority to hear and determine all Manner of Cauſes 
& eccleſiaſtical, and to reform, and correct all Vice, 


e Sin, Errors, Hereſies, Enormities, Abuſes whatſoever 
& which by any Manner of ſpiritual Authority@r Juris  ... 


ce diction ought, or may be law ſully reformed'*.” — 

At the ſirſt Eſtabliſhment of this Church under 
Hen. VIII. and Edw. VI. all the Biſhops took out 
Commiſſions from the Crown, for the exerciſing of 


their /piritual Furiſdiftion in theſe Kingdoms, duringthe 
® King's Pleaſure only; © and in their Commiſſions ac- 
* knowledge all ſort of Juriſdiction, as well eccleſiaſti- 
c cal as civil, to have lowed originally from the REGAL 
% Power, as from a ſupreme Head, and a Fountain and 
= © Spring of all Magiſtracy within his ownKingdomT.” 


Yea, even the Power of Ordination itſelf, which is 


© reckoned a Peculiar of the epiſcopal Office, the fiiſt 


Reformers and Founders of this Church derived from 
the King, and exerciſed only as by Authority from 
him, and during bis Pleaſure, * Thus Cranmer Arch- 
% biſhop of Canterbury, Bonner Biſhop of London, &c. 

ce took out Commiſſions from e Crown, import= 
“ing, that becauſe the Vicegerent (Cromwel, a Lay- 


“ perſon) could not perſonally attend the Charge in | 
& all Parts of the Kingdom, he King authoriſes 1e 3 


« Bzſhop in his (the King's) Stead, to ordain, within his 
“ Diocele, ſuch as he judged worthy of holy Orders 3 
te tocollate to Benefices; to give Inſtitution ; and to 
te execute all other Parts of the Epiſcopal Authority; 
& and this during the King's Pleaſure only f.“ 

In conſequence of this SUPREMACY, the KixG 
or Queen of this Church bath Power to excoms 
municate from, or to re- admit into it, independent 


of, yea, in direct Oppoſition to, all its Biſhops and 


Clergy. The KixG or Quzex, revoke, if they pleaſe, 
3 any 


* 26 Hen. VIII. Cap. i, 37 Hen, VIII. Cap. xvii, 1 Eliz. 
Cap. i. + Burnet's Hiſt. Reform, Part II. Col, p. 91. 
+ Vid. Examination of the Codex Juris, & c, Pag. 32, 33. 


any (piritudl Cenfutes of the Biſbops or Archbiſbopsʒ yea 


can ſuſpend, deprive, ot even excommunictte, themſeſve Wu 
or ea, by their Proclamation only, without the feaſt 


Coffeſſion, Humiliatiov, or Satisfaction for their Of- 

fence, urdon and reſtore excommunicated Perſons, the 

viſeſt Offenders, to the Church's Bofom again . 
Yea, further; they have Power to forbid all Preach | 


ing for a Time; a8 did K. Hen. VAIL. K. Edw. VI. 
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Q. Mary, Q. Eliz.—to limit, inſtruct, and preſcribe © 


to the Clergy what they ſhall, and what they ſhall 7 
not preach ; as did Q. Fliz. K. James I. K. Charles 
I, K. William, &c.— Finally, to the King or Auen 
- ONLY does it pertain to declare wha? is Heresy, 3 
and anthoritatively to pronounce, what Doctrines and 


) 
o 


Tenets are, and what are not, to be cenſured as ſuch : 


Nor have all the Biſhops and Clergy,affembled inConyo- | 


cation, the leaſt Authority to cenſure any Tener as he- 
retical, if the PRINCE on the Throne reſuſe his Conſent. 
Now here, Sir, I am preſſed with an #n/aperabl? 


two different Heads? In Carr's Church, HiuszL r 


is the only Sovereign and Head; ne only hath Pow- 


er to decree Ceremonies and Rites, to fix Terms of 
Communion. and Authority in Points of Faith : Nor 


- hath. any earthly Prince Power to make Laws in his 5 
Kingdom, which ſhall bind the Conſciences of his 


Subjects; or ſovereignly to dictate to his Servants 


and Miniflers what they ſhall believe, and what they 


ſhall preach, Yea, bis Sabjefs are expteſſly command- 


eld and charged to receive nothing as Doctrine or Parts || 


of Religion, which are only Commandments of Men x. 
49S | | But 
+. A Parſon was deprived for Adultery afterward$'a general Par- 

don eame, which pardoned the Adultery. It was adjudged thatthe 


Far ſen was ip/o facto, reſtored to his Benefice, Coke 6 Rep. 13: 
* Matt. XV.. 9. ö a g | 


Difficulty how to reconcile this Conſtitution of 
the Church of England with the Conſtitution of the 
Church of Chriſt. Are they not moſt mdiſputably 3 
to different Societies, ſubject to two different, ſome- 
ritoes appoſite, Authorities, animated and governed bj 


( 23.) 
4 But in the Charch of England there is anorTurR So- 
es vereigu, Law-giver, SUPREME HEAD beſides Jesus - 
alt | CHRIST 3 an Autbority which commands Things which 
Ennis r never commanded, which reaches Doctrines x 
he never taught, which enjoins Terms of Cammuniog, 
and Rites of religious Worſhip, which Cunkisr never 
h+ # enjoined. — What now can I judge, Sir! W har do you 
T8 yourlal judge! bat that the 7wo Churches are two dil- 
be tinct and quite different Societies (for in ave and the ſame 
Society, ſurely there cannot be Two Supreme Heads) 
ſes that they are framed after different Models, conſiſt of 
en different Members, are governed by different Officers, 
„ Statutes, and Laws.—Conſcquently, my SEPARATI- 
id o or DissENT from tbe one, docs, by no Means in- 
fer my SgpaRA TI from the other. Yea, what am to 
judge but that by the Allegiance I owe to Cunisr my 
ONLY ſupreme Head and King in ſpiritual Matters, I 
t. am obliged ro enter my Proteſt againſt rhe Pretenſions 
e and Claims of any oTHER /upreme Head, For, can a Man 
f & /erve two Maſters? Can he be ſubject at the ſame Time 
= to Two ſupreme Heads? Can he be faithful ro Cngisr, 
the only King in the Church, and yer acknowledge A- 
NOTHER King, as a Fountain of all Magiſtracy and 

Power therein? Surely he cannot. | 
Permit me, good Sir, toexerciſe your Patience a Mo- 
ment or two more upon this remarkable Contraſt, and 

I will diſmiſs the ungrateful Subject. | 
By the Conſtitution of the Church of Cbriſt, tis exʒ- 
preſſly ordered and declared That tbe WOMAN gall 
not be ſuffered publickly to teach, nor to uſurp Authority 
over the Man . But by the Conſtitution of the Church . 
of England, the Woman is permitted publickly to teach, 
yea, to limit and controul in ſpiritual and religious Mat- 
ters, and authoritatively to INSTRUCT all the Biſbops, 
and Clergy, and Men in the Land Thus did Queen | 
Elizabeth, thus did Queen Anne, and thus hath every 
Queen Authority to do that fits upon our Throne; Aus 
t i Tim, ii, 12, D 2 chor itv 
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thority to preſcribe and diate to all, both Miniſters and 
People, what the one are to preach, and the other to i 
receive. And was it not, Sir, a very comely and edify- Wh 
ing Sight, to behold the two Houſes of Convocation 
waiting upon the good Q. (Anne ) in the Caſe of Vhiſ- 
tons Books upon the Trinity, to be inſtructed by her 
Majeſty whether they were to be condemned as heretical, ® 
or not? that venerable and learned Body had ſolemnly de- 
creed them to be dangerous and heretical; but this their g 
Cenſure was of no Force, till they had laid it before 
the Queen, to have her Judgment upon the Point. U§p- 
on her Majeſty's Determination it entirely depended, 
whether W/hifton's Tenets were to be rejected by the 
Church of England as erroneous, or not. Her Majeſty, & 
in this Caſe, was of a different Opinion from her two 
Houſes of Convocation ; ſhe thought not fir to cenſure 
the Books: So her /ing/e Opinion, ſtrange to relate! 
her ſingle Opinion carries it againſt that of her Biſhops | 
and Clergy. She over-rules and ſets aſide all their Pro- 
ceedings, reſtrains and counteracts them in one of the 
very chiet of their paſloral Functions, the guarding 
againſt Errors and Hereſies in the Church. 
Behold here, Sir, a Woman exerciſing ſpiritual 
eccleſiaſtical Authority over the Man / Yea, behold 
the Repreſentative of the Clergy of the whole Land, a 
moſt learned, grave and venerable Body, waiting up- 
on A Womanx to learn from her Mouth, what rhe 
Cburch is to believe, and what to reject, as to this great 
My fiery of Faith : Upon a Woman, who could be ſup- 
poſed to know as little of this Matter as of the Moti- 
on of the Stars; yet, by her ſole Determination, (I re- 
peat it with Aſtoniſhment, and you hear ir, no doubt, 
with Perplexity and Grieſ) your Church was uncontrou- 
lably and authoritatively directed in this deep and my ſte- 
rious Point. 
L ask you, Sir, in the Name of Gop, Is this the Con- 
ſlitut ion and Frame of the Church of Curisr ? Is it not 
* Anno 1711, | | 4 
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and / Conflitution of a quite different Nature; a Society not 
* to MbivinELY, but bamanly inſtituted z and therefore, by 
fy- Four own Definition, Nor the Chinch of Chrift ? And 
may not, think you, a Perſon ſeparate peaceably from 


iſs Wit, withoutany the leaſt Danger of thereby ſeparating 
ner himſelf from the one ſcriptural, apoſtolic, and catholic 
al, Church? 

le- When you ſtript the Pope of his Supremacy, and 


gave it to our Princes, you ſhould have taken Care not 
re to have left his INFaLLIBILITY behind. An infallible 
pP* ® Head and Director of the Church, be it Woman or Man, 
d, be it an He or a She-biſhop, is a Thing plauſible enough, 
e and carries a good Face: But, to lodge the abſolute 
„ Direction of the Conſciences, the Faith and the Diſcipline 
o ol the Church with a fallible Head / to give a Prince, 
yea a Lapy bred up in all the Softneſles and Diverſions 
of a Court, an uncontroulable Dominion over the re- 
S © ligious Conduct both of Clergy and Laity, authorita- 
- tively to direct hat thoſe are to preach, and what zhe/e 
io believe as the Doctrine of CHRIST! to make yer the 
pole Judge in all Controverſies which hall ariſe upon 
any the moſt myſterious and inexplicable Points; fo 
| & that all the Prieſts are to ast knowledge at HER Lips ; 
and whatever snE determines is to be received by the 
Church as Chriſtian Verity and Truth This is ſuch 4 
Conſtitution as quite ſhocks the Underſtanding, and comes 
not a whit behind - Tranſubſtantiation itſelt. Hence, 
doubtleſs, Sir, the Triumphs of Popiſh Prieſis over you! 
Hence their Inroads upon you, and the thouſands they 
are continually carrying captive from your Tents ! And 
hence the ſad Increaſe, and the Inſults of Deiffs, who 
taking the Scheme of the Church of England to be that 
of the Chriſtian Church, are authoriſed by common 
Senſe, they think, nor only to reject, but to treat it 
with Contempt! 
And now, Sir, having ſo largely diſcuſſed this Point, 
1 prejume' you are convinced, © That this ſame peaceable 
_ | Separalien 


, — 4 _ „ . mY 4 
. "OP * * 1 W — 7 * 
1 P 
" Ll 


c Separation of ours is not, What you call it, a Piece o 


« arrant Nonſenſe and Contradi®ion ; and that you wii 
ceaſe to be ſo diſpleaſed at our treating your grave Lec . 


tures upon the heinous Sin of ScinsMu, as /olemn Cant 


and Ecclefiaftical Srare-crows, You fee, likewiſe, how 


extremely unapr, and quite wide of the Point, are the 
tuo Inſtances you bring to illuſtrate our Caſe, viz © of 


« a Wife ſeparating from the Bed and Board of her 
“ Huzband—Or of two or three Counties diſliking a 
„ monarchial Government, and throwing off their Al- 


& legiance ro the King“. Has the Church of England, 
Sir, any ſuch Power or Authority over as Di/enters, as 
the Husband has over the Wife ? Pray who gave it that 
Authority? Have we ever plighted it our Troth ? or 
bound ourſelves by a ſolemn Vow to honour and obey 
it to the End of our Life? - Or have we ever ſworn 
Allegiance to it; or do we owe it any Homage; as the 
Counties have {worn and do owe to the King? 
Amongſt the peculiar Excellencies of your Church you 
reckon © 
& ſhip; as one of the moſt effectual and powerful 
& Means both for teaching and preſerving the Chriſ- 
& tian Faith entire and uncorrupt, which we have not 
& in our Churches .“ The Creed called the Apoſtles, 
we have in conſtant uſe amongſt us: And as for the t ]] 
other, eſpecially the Athanaſian, we are content you 
ſhould have the Honour of its being peculiar to your- 
ſelves, Bur methinks, Sir, ir ſhould a little check your 
Triumph over us here, to remember, that ſome of the 
wiſeſt and molt illuſtrious Members of your Church, 
both Clergy and Laity, account the Uſe of this Creed 
your great Sin and Reproach, and with A. B. Tillot - 
fon, wiſh you were well rid of it. 

W hat are you, Sir, amongſt the weak and uncharita- 
ble Minds who damm to the Pit of Hill all who cannot re- 
ceive all the dark and myſterious Points (et forth in that 

A | | Creed! 
I Let. I. Page 72. | T Lett. I. Pag. 15. | 


The Uſe of the three Creeds in publick Wor- 
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( 3t ) 
reed! Do you in your Conſcience think that thete is. 
io SALvariON for thoſe who Uo not faithfully believe the 
Everal Articles it contains; and that <who/dever doth nor 
Sep whole and undefiled the Faith therein deliver'd, be ſhall 
WITHOUT DOUBT: periſh everlaflingly ? What! the many 
preat and worthy Perſons, bright Ornaments of your 
own Church, who inſtead of keeping it whole and unde- 
led, have openly diſavow'd, preach'd and wrote againſt 
it, dying in this Disbelief, have they without peraduen- 
ture everlaſtingly periſh'd ? Alas! for the good Doctors 
Clarke, Whitby, Burnet, &c. For the illuſtrious Sir 

Iſaat, Ic. Fc. Yea, alas! for the whole Greet Church 
who have ſtrenuouſly rejected the Article of the Filiog 3 
—— They are gone down, it ſeems, to the iwfernal Pit! 
And notwithſtanding their great Knowledge and Piety 
in this World, are, for not believing the Atbanaſian 
Creed, ſunk into EVERLASTIN G DARKNESS and Dams» 
NATION in the other! Do you wonder Deiſm prevails, 
if this be genuine Chriſtianity ? 

Tis a Fact, I preſume, indiſputable, that a great 
Part of the moſt ſearned and virtuous of your Clergy 
are departed from the n Doctrine; and that 
thoſe of them who are not, do by no means think its 
Belief abſolutely and indiſpenſably neceſſary to Salvatis 
on. What now muſt 4 Deift think, when he hears 
both the one and the other zhirteen Times a Year, moſt 
ſolemnly declaring in the Preſence of Almighty Gob, and 
as Inſtructors of his People, that whoever will he ſavs 
ed, it is before all Things neceſſary that be bold the As 
THANASIAN Faith; and moſt peremptorily denouncing E- 
VERLASTING DamNaTION upon thoſe who 4 not bes 
lieve it; that is, many of them denouncing Dax A- 
ox upon themſelves Is this your © powerful 
& and effettual Means of preſerving the Chriſtian Faith?“ 


e 


vert and deſtroy it. It has no doubt, been in fact a 
great ſtumbling · block in the Way of Infidels and Fewry 
| | Wee, and 


I ſhould think it one of the moft effefual to ſubC- 
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and harden'd them in their Oppoſition to the Religion o 
Cunisr, when they ſee it dooming to undoubted and eve- 
laſting Perdition all who do not heartily and ſincerely be- 
lieve(tor that muſtbe meant by fairhfully) theſe deep and 
myſterious Points, which we acknowledge to be inexpli- 
cable, and far above the Powers of Reaſon to comprehend. 
„ Bur the Diſſenting Miniſters, you tell me, who 
c have complied with the Terms of the Toleration, 
tc have ſolemnly ſubſcribed the VIIIth Article which 
& approves the Athanafian Creed *. Let Dr. Calamy 
anſwer T. The diſſenring Miniſters about the City, 
©& ina Body, gave in their Senſe of the Articles when 
c they ſubſcribed them, and among the reſt of this 
ce VYIflth Article, in the Gloſs upon which, the dam- 
ce natory Clauſes of this Creed are expreſſly excluded 
tc the Subſcription. _And there was ſomething of the 
& fame Nature done in ſeveral Parts of the Country.“ 
Now the Fathers and Predeceſſors of the preſent diſ- 
ſenting Miniſters having made this public Proteſt and 
Declaration at their Subſcription, and the Legiſlature 
having accepted, or ar leaſt not rejected it; under the 
Favour of this Proteſt their Succeſſors may be ſuppoſed 
now to ſubſcribe with the ſame Diſapprobation of the 
damnatory Clauſe. If it were not to be thus taken, there 
is, I hope, not a Miniſter among us but would publick- 
ly diſo vn and renounce his Subſcription. 
I I ſhould now proceed, Sir, to the Examination of o- 
ther Parts of your Letters, to ſhew the great /n/afficiency 
of your Arguments and Objections; and to obſerve that, 
i many Inſtances, you have extremely miſtaken and 
given quite wrong Repreſentations of our religious Prin- 
eiples and Practice. But I relieve your Patience at pre- 
ſent. If this Province be undertaken by no other Hand, 
you may in ſome Time, by divine Permiſſion, expect to 
bear farther from, | 


Sir, 
Your very humble Servant, 


2 A DISss ENTER. 
+ > Appendix, Page 78. f Liſe of Mr. Baxter, Page 236. 
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